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17S9.  ‗Census Town‘ definition is outdated: Ministry to panel 

‗         र‘      र       र              :                        

 The four-decade-old criteria used to classify Census Towns will not be able to capture the 
actual scale of urbanisation in India, the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry told a 

parliamentary committee, arguing that the present rigid definition, which the Registrar General 
of India (RGI) has decided to continue with despite the Ministry‘s objections, does not account 
for economic and spatial transformations. 

         र                                                दश            द     र     
  र  र                    द                        ,      औ  श                      

   द                 , औ       द                         ,                               द 

                     (RGI)                              ,       और          र              

              
 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) argues that the 

country‘s urbanisation level could have been as high as 63% in 2015 based on satellite data 

— more than double the official Census 2011 estimate of 31%. 
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                        र   र   (EAC-PM)                                    द श    
श           2015    63%               —    2011                       31%    
          द                     

 According to the 2011 Census, out of the total population of 121 crore, around 83.3 crore 
Indians or nearly 68.8% of people live in rural areas, while 37.7 crore people or 31.2% of the 
population reside in urban areas. 

2011                    , 121                द             83.3                     

68.8%                          ,      37.7             31.2%    द  श                       
    

 A Census Town is defined as a village with a minimum population of 5,000, at least 75% of 
the male working population engaged in non-agricultural pursuits, and a population density 

of at least 400 persons per sq. km. 

         र                                                         द  5,000   ,         -

  -   75%          श      द     -                           औ                       -

  -   400                        
 The definition has remained unchanged since 1981. 

           1981                  

Male bias questioned 

    -    र         र      

 In a communication to the RGI in February 2024, the Ministry had flagged several issues with 
the continued use of the 1981 definition. 

      2024    RGI                               1981      र                              ई 

   द           
 It objected to uniform national thresholds, saying they disadvantaged hilly and northeastern 

States. 

                                                                  और      र र        
                

 The Ministry also questioned the ―male bias‖, where only the male working population was 

being used as a parameter to define a town. 

          ―    -    र       ‖                 ,                                        

              श      द           द                                    
 The female workforce participation should also be utilised, it said. 

                                  र                               
 The Ministry also said population density was calculated using administrative boundaries 

rather than built-up areas, resulting in misclassification of settlements. 

                                                                                        

               ,                                                
 It proposed greater use of satellite imagery and suggested a ―transitional areas‖ category 

to better capture rapidly urbanising regions. 

                                               औ          श                                 
द               ―               ‖                      द    

 The Ministry further argued that the binary rural-urban classification overlooked peri-urban 

settlements and growth corridors that functioned like urban areas. 

                   द            र       -  र      र                    औ            

             द          श                              
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 It said the current system, based on data from the previous Census, could lead to both 
exclusion and inclusion errors. 

                                                                      र  और         

              , द                
 However, the RGI maintained that it was too late to alter the framework for Census 2027, as 

enumeration blocks, boundaries, training and field deployment depending on the rural-urban 
classification being finalised in advance. 

       , RGI                  2027                   द                    द             , 
              ,       ,   श   औ                    -श                                द  

                   

17S9. Same-sex partner can 
be made nominee for 

medical decisions, Centre 
tells HC 

       HC         :     -      
                            
                         
        

 The Centre has told the 
Delhi High Court that an adult can 
nominate a partner, including one in 
a , non-heterosexual relationship

to make medical decisions if they 
become incapacitated, potentially 
opening the way for same-sex 
partners to act for each other despite 
existing rules not clearly recognising 
such arrangements. 

        द                            
     ई               ,       
           र                    
श       ,                         

                                  , 
  द                                 , 

          द                                                   द               द 

    -             -द                                                
 The submission comes in a case filed by Arshiya Takkar, who has been in a 

relationship with her partner since 2015 and married her in New Zealand in 2023. 

         श              द                                 ,    2015              
                   औ         2023                                    

 Her plea highlighted that in the event of a medical emergency, she could 

be left without any legal mechanism to make critical decisions for her partner, 
despite the couple having lived together in Delhi since 2018. 

                            श                                                  
                                              ई                           ,         

द     2018     द                      
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 Responding to her plea, the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the National 
Medical Commission said that allowing a competent adult to nominate a partner, including 

one in a same-sex relationship, to take medical decisions in the event of incapacity was 
―substantially capable of being accommodated within the existing legal and ethical 
framework‖. 

                                          र  र              औ  र                      
                       ,           -                         श       ,                   
                                                         द    ―    द         औ                 
                                         ‖ 

17S9.  India remains at 131st rank in global gender parity index 

  र                                 131         र  र र र 

 India retained the 131st rank on the Global Gender Gap Index 2026 released by the World 
Economic Forum on Wednesday, with Iceland, Finland and Norway maintaining their top 
three slots respectively. 

                                            Global Gender Gap Index 2026    131         

          ,            ,        औ            श  श                       
 The 14 countries ranked below India on the index include Papua New Guinea, Kuwait, Oman, 

Qatar, Tajikistan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Morocco, Mali, Algeria, and Congo. 

                                       14 द श                   ,      ,     ,    ,           , 

  द     ,    ,       ,     ,          औ        श         
 Chad was the lowest ranked country in the index, with Iran and Pakistan joining it in the 

bottom three. 

                                            द श   ,      ई    औ                          
    द श     श         

 For India, the progress towards gender parity stood at 64.5%, below the global average. 

                             दश          64.5%    ,           औ             
 While India‘s score improved slightly over the last year, its global ranking remained 

unchanged at 131st. 

                                                              ,                          131   
                       

 

 

Global Gender Gap Index 

• The Global Gender Gap Index (GGGI) is published by the World Economic Forum (WEF) as 

part of its annual Global Gender Gap Report. 

• The Index was introduced in 2006 to systematically measure the gap between women and men across 

major dimensions of society and the economy. 

• The Global Gender Gap Report 2026, published on 16 September 2026, is the 20th edition of the 

report.  

• The 2026 Index covers 145 economies. The WEF also uses a constant sample of 97 economies that 

have appeared in every edition since 2006 to examine long-term trends.  
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• The Index is essentially a measure of gender parity rather than a country's absolute level of 

development. 

• In simple terms, it asks whether women and men have comparable access to opportunities and 

outcomes in areas such as employment, education, health and political decision-making. 

Four Dimensions of the Index 

• Economic Participation and Opportunity examines gender differences in areas such as labour-force 

participation, income, professional and technical employment, and senior economic positions. 

• Educational Attainment examines gender gaps in literacy and enrolment at different levels of 

education. 

• Health and Survival examines gender differences through indicators relating to the sex ratio at birth 

and healthy life expectancy. 

• Political Empowerment examines the representation of women relative to men in Parliament, 

ministerial positions and years served as head of state during the reference period. 

These four dimensions have remained at the core of the Index since its introduction in 2006.  

How to Understand the Score 

• The Global Gender Gap Index is expressed on a 0 to 1 scale. 

• A score approaching 1 represents greater gender parity, while a score approaching 0 represents a 

larger gender gap. 

• WEF commonly expresses the score as the percentage of the gender gap that has been closed. 

• Therefore, India's 2026 score of 0.645 or 64.5% means that, according to the WEF methodology, 

India has closed approximately 64.5% of its measured gender gap. 

• It should not be interpreted as meaning that “64.5% of Indian women are equal to men” or that 

women have achieved “64.5% development”. 

• It is a relative gender-gap measure, not an absolute measure of women's welfare or development.  

India: Global Gender Gap Index 2026 

• India's Rank: 131st out of 145 economies. 

• India's Score: 0.645, or 64.5% gender gap closed. 

• India retained the 131st rank that it held in the 2025 edition. 

• However, India's absolute score improved marginally from 64.4% in 2025 to 64.5% in 2026. 
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• Since the first edition in 2006, India's overall gender-parity score has improved by approximately 4.3 

percentage points. 

• According to WEF, much of India's long-term improvement has been concentrated in Educational 

Attainment.  

India: 2025 versus 2026 

Indicator 2025 2026 

India's Global Rank 131st 131st 

Economies covered 148 145 

Overall Score 64.4% 64.5% 

Economic Participation and Opportunity 40.7% 41.2% 

Educational Attainment 97.1% 96.6% 

Health and Survival Improved in 2025 95.6% 

Political Empowerment Declined in 2025 24.5% 

The WEF's 2025 report placed India 131st among 148 economies, with 64.4% of its gender gap 

closed. India's rank therefore remained unchanged in 2026 even though the number of economies 

included in the Index changed.  

India's Performance across the Four Dimensions in 2026 

Economic Participation and Opportunity 

• India's gender-parity score under Economic Participation and Opportunity is 41.2% in 2026. 

• This represents an improvement of approximately 0.5 percentage points over the 2025 score of 

40.7%. 

• However, India's 2026 performance remains below its best recorded score of 44.6% in 2013. 

• India's economic parity has improved by only around 1.5 percentage points since 2006, 

demonstrating that progress in this dimension has been relatively limited over the longer period. 

• Gender parity among professional and technical workers increased substantially from 26.6% in 

2006 to 49.9% in 2026. 

• Gender parity among legislators, senior officials and managers improved by around 10 percentage 

points compared with 2006, but remained low at 13.1% in 2026. 

• Gender parity in labour-force participation stood at 44.1% in 2026.  

Simple Example 

If women's and men's participation in employment were identical, the labour-force participation 
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component would be at or close to parity. 

A score substantially below parity indicates that women's participation remains lower relative to men's 

participation. 

Thus, India's challenge is not merely educating women but also translating improvements in education 

into employment, earnings and positions of economic decision-making. 

Educational Attainment 

• India achieved a gender-parity score of 96.6% in Educational Attainment in 2026. 

• This was slightly lower than the 97.1% recorded in 2025. 

• India maintained full gender parity in secondary and tertiary enrolment according to the 

indicators used by WEF. 

• India was also close to parity in primary education enrolment. 

• However, adult literacy parity stood at 82.5%, making literacy an important remaining educational 

gender gap. 

• Despite the year-on-year decline, adult literacy parity has improved considerably over the longer term, 

rising from 65.2% in 2006 to 82.5% in 2026.  

Society Perspective 

India's performance illustrates an important distinction between access to education and broader 

gender equality. 

A society may move close to parity in school and university enrolment while still having substantial 

differences between women and men in employment, earnings, leadership and political representation. 

Therefore, educational parity does not automatically produce economic or political parity. 

Health and Survival 

• India's Health and Survival score is 95.6% in 2026. 

• India's performance on this dimension improved compared with the previous edition. 

• WEF assesses this dimension principally through sex ratio at birth and healthy life expectancy. 

• Despite an improving trajectory since 2017, India's gender parity in the sex ratio at birth remained 

nearly one percentage point below its 2006 level in the 2026 Index.  

Why is the Sex Ratio Important from a Society Perspective? 
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The sex ratio at birth can reflect deep-rooted social factors such as son preference and gender 

discrimination. 

Therefore, improvements in education alone do not necessarily eliminate entrenched social attitudes 

concerning the relative preference for male and female children. 

Political Empowerment 

• India's Political Empowerment score is 24.5% in 2026. 

• India ranks 67th globally on the Political Empowerment subindex. 

• Interestingly, Political Empowerment is India's highest-ranked subindex in terms of global rank, 

although its absolute parity score remains relatively low. 

• India's political parity has improved by only around 1.8 percentage points since 2006. 

• Gender parity in parliamentary representation stood at 16.1% in 2026. 

• This represents an improvement of approximately 7 percentage points compared with 2006. 

• Gender parity at the ministerial level stood at only 5.9% in 2026. 

• This is considerably below India's highest recorded ministerial parity score of 30% in 2019.  

Head-of-State Indicator 

• The WEF's Political Empowerment methodology also considers the number of years during the 

preceding 50-year reference period in which a woman served as head of state relative to a man. 

• India's score on this indicator was 40.7% in 2026. 

• India's historically significant periods of female national leadership contribute to this indicator.  

• However, because the measure uses a rolling 50-year period, older periods of female leadership 

gradually move outside the reference window. This helps explain why a country's score on this 

indicator can decline even without a contemporary institutional change.  

India's Twenty-Year Trend 

• India's overall gender-parity score has improved by approximately 4.3 percentage points between 

2006 and 2026. 

• The strongest long-term improvement has occurred in Educational Attainment. 

• Educational parity improved by approximately 14.7 percentage points over the twenty-year period. 
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• Adult literacy parity improved by approximately 17.4 percentage points. 

• Economic parity improved by only approximately 1.5 percentage points. 

• Political Empowerment recorded an overall improvement of only approximately 1.8 percentage 

points. 

• These trends indicate an important social-development challenge: progress in women's education 

has not been matched by equivalent progress in economic participation and political 

representation.  

Global Gender Gap Index 2026: Global Picture 

• The world as a whole had closed 69.2% of the gender gap in 2026 across the 145 economies 

covered. 

• Among the constant sample of 97 economies covered since 2006, gender parity improved by 

approximately 5.2 percentage points over twenty years and reached 69.4% in 2026. 

• Based on the current collective rate of progress for the comparable cohort, WEF estimates that global 

gender parity remains approximately 120 years away. 

• No economy achieved complete gender parity in 2026.  

Top Performers in 2026 

• Iceland ranked 1st, closing 93.0% of its gender gap. 

• Finland ranked 2nd, with 87.2%. 

• Norway ranked 3rd, with 85.7%. 

• Namibia ranked 4th, with 84.5%, making it the highest-ranked Sub-Saharan African economy. 

• United Kingdom ranked 5th, with 84.2%. 

• Iceland remained the only economy to have closed more than 90% of its measured gender gap in 

2026. 

• Iceland has held the first position continuously since the 2009 edition.  

Southern Asia in Global Gender Gap Index 2026 

• WEF classifies India within Southern Asia. 

• Southern Asia had closed 64.5% of its overall gender gap in 2026. 
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• The region ranked 7th among the eight geographical regions assessed by WEF. 

• The regional score declined marginally by approximately 0.1 percentage points compared with 2025. 

• Since 2006, Southern Asia has improved its overall gender-parity score by approximately 4.8 

percentage points. 

• At its current rate of progress, WEF estimates that Southern Asia would require approximately 149 

years to reach complete gender parity.  

Southern Asia's Major Challenge 

• The region performs particularly weakly in Economic Participation and Opportunity, where only 

40.9% of the gender gap had been closed in 2026. 

• In contrast, Southern Asia had closed 95.7% of its Health and Survival gap. 

• It had closed 25.4% of the Political Empowerment gap.  

Important Conceptual Clarification 

• The Global Gender Gap Index should not be confused with a women's development index. 

• A relatively wealthy country does not automatically receive a high score merely because its citizens 

have high incomes. 

• The methodology focuses primarily on the gap between women and men. 

• For example, if educational outcomes are relatively modest for both sexes but the difference between 

women and men is very small, the gender-parity score can still be relatively high. 

• Conversely, a country can have comparatively high levels of education or income but still perform 

poorly on the Gender Gap Index if women remain substantially behind men. 

• Therefore, remember the key expression: 

Global Gender Gap Index = Gender parity or relative gap between women and men, not the 

absolute level of women's development. 

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) 

 The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an international advocacy non-governmental organization 
and think tank, based in Cologny, Canton of Geneva, Switzerland. 

 It was founded on 24 January 1971 by German engineer Klaus Schwab. 

 The foundation's stated mission is "improving the state of the world by engaging business, political, 
academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas". 

 The foundation is mostly funded by its 1,000 member multi-national companies. 

 The WEF is mostly known for its annual meeting at the end of January in Davos, a mountain resort in 
the canton of Graubünden, in the eastern Alps region of Switzerland. 
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 The meeting brings together some 3,000 paying members and selected participants – among whom 
are investors, business leaders, political leaders, economists, celebrities and journalists – for up 
to five days to discuss global issues across 500 sessions. 

 Aside from Davos, the organization convenes regional conferences, it produces a series of reports, 
engages its members in sector-specific initiatives and provides a platform for leaders from 
selected stakeholder groups to collaborate on projects and initiatives. 

 The World Economic Forum and its annual meeting in Davos have received criticism over the years, 
including allegations of the organization's corporate capture of global and democratic institutions, 
institutional whitewashing initiatives, the public cost of security, the organization's tax-exempt 
status, unclear decision processes and membership criteria, a lack of financial transparency, and 
the environmental footprint of its annual meetings. 

Research Reports 

 In particular, "Strategic Insight Teams" focus on producing reports of relevance in the fields of 
competitiveness, global risks, and scenario thinking. 

 The "Competitiveness Team" produces a range of annual economic reports (first published in 

brackets): 

 The Global Competitiveness Report (1979) measured competitiveness of countries and economies. 

 The Global Information Technology Report (2001) assessed their competitiveness based on their IT 
readiness. 

 The Global Gender Gap Report examined critical areas of inequality between men and women. 

 The Global Risks Report (2006) assessed key global risks. 

 The Global Travel and Tourism Report (2007) measured travel and tourism competitiveness. 

 The Financial Development Report (2008) aimed to provide a comprehensive means for countries to 
establish benchmarks for various aspects of their financial systems and establish priorities for 
improvement. 

 The Global Enabling Trade Report (2008) presented a cross-country analysis of the large number of 
measures facilitating trade among nations. 

 The "Risk Response Network" produces a yearly report assessing risks which are: 
o deemed to be within the scope of these teams, 
o have cross-industry relevance, 
o are uncertain, 
o have the potential to cause upwards of US$10 billion in economic damage, 
o have the potential to cause major human suffering, 
o and which require a multi-stakeholder approach for mitigation. 

 In 2020, the forum published a report entitled Nature Risk Rising: Why the Crisis Engulfing Nature 
Matters for Business and the Economy. 
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17S9 Quiz 
 

 

17S9. Quiz 

1. Continent Hosting the Vast Majority of the World‘s Glacial 
Ice 

  Antarctica contains approximately 90% of the world‘s ice and 
nearly 70% of its freshwater. 

 Most Antarctic ice forms a vast continental ice sheet rather than 
isolated mountain glaciers. 

  The ice sheet covers about 98% of Antarctica and reaches several kilometres in thickness 

in some regions. 
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  It is divided into the East Antarctic Ice Sheet, West Antarctic Ice Sheet and Antarctic 
Peninsula ice masses. 

 Complete melting of Antarctic land ice would raise global sea level by roughly 58 metres, 

although such melting would require a very long period. 

2. Warm Continent That Last Had Glaciers About 19,000 Years Ago 

 Australia is presently the only continent without active glaciers, although seasonal snow 
occurs in its highlands. 

 During the Last Glacial Maximum, approximately 26,000–19,000 years ago, colder 
conditions supported glaciers in the Snowy Mountains of mainland Australia and the 

highlands of Tasmania. 

 Glaciation was most extensive in Tasmania, where ice caps developed over the Central 
Plateau and West Coast Ranges. 

 Valley and cirque glaciers also formed around surrounding mountains. 

 Subsequent climatic warming caused these glaciers to retreat completely, leaving landforms 
such as cirques, moraines and glacial valleys as geological evidence. 
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17S9.  New Delhi rejects Pak.-China Boundary 
Joint Commission 

 ई             -                           र  

     

 India on Wednesday rejected the Boundary Joint 
Commission set up by Pakistan and China, saying that the 

body has no legal basis to decide on arrangements related to 
Indian territory under illegal occupation. 

                           और        र                   

     (Boundary Joint Commission)                       
                                                               
                     ई           र          

 New Delhi‘s reaction came following the first meeting 
of the Pakistan-China Boundary Joint Commission in 
Islamabad. 

 ई  द                          द            -         
                              द  ई  

 India has been maintaining that Pakistan‘s handing 
over of certain territories such as Shaksgam Valley to China 
in 1963 is illegal and unacceptable. 

                                 1963                
(Shaksgam Valley)                                        

           और              
 It has also opposed the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor as part of it passes through 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 
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           -                    र  (China-Pakistan Economic Corridor)                  
  ,                                         र (PoK)                    
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17S9. EPFO wage ceiling raised from ₹15,000 to 

₹25,000 a month 

EPFO              ₹15,000        र ₹25,000            
 ई 

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved raising the wage 
ceiling for mandatory coverage under the Employees‘ Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) from ₹15,000 to ₹25,000 a month, 

Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said while 
briefing reporters after a Cabinet meeting. 

                                 र                   (EPFO)        

          र                       ₹15,000          ₹25,000         

               द ,                                                       

     द     दद                 द                  
 The new ceiling will be implemented from September 17, 

coinciding with Vishwakarma Jayanti. 

 ई      17      र                 ,                          coinciding 

    
 The decision will also expand access to provident fund 

savings, pension protection under the Employees‘ Pension Scheme 
(EPS) and insurance protection under the Employees‘ Deposit 
Linked Insurance Scheme (EDLI), a statement read. 

                                                ,      र       

      (EPS)          श        औ       र                       
(EDLI)                                               

 Later, speaking to press persons at his official residence, 
Union Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said ₹23,000 is the 
average salary in private establishments, according to a government 

survey. 

  द                              दद                               

                                                                      
औ        ₹23,000     

 Mr. Mandaviya said employers‘ contribution will go up by ₹600 
per employee, while employees‘ contribution towards the EPS will also 
rise to about ₹2,082.5 a month — 8.33% of the new ₹25,000 ceiling — 

from the present amount of ₹1,250. 

                                      द            र  ₹600         , 
     EPS                    द             ₹1,250              

₹2,082.5                  —     ई ₹25,000            8.33%     
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17S9. Mining amendment is unfair to States 

           र                      
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 India‘s mineral wealth is not evenly spread across the country. 

                        द श                               
 States such as Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Karnataka possess enormous reserves 

of coal, iron ore, and other minerals that feed industries across India. 

Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh और Karnataka                    ,          औ      

           श           ,                                                      
 While mining brings in investment and employment, it also leaves the host State to deal with 

challenges such as the resettlement of displaced groups; environmental damage; pressure on 
public infrastructure; and the long-term consequences of extracting minerals that can never 
be replaced. 

               और र    र        ,                                              ,      र    

   ,                      द    औ                                      र                   
                    ,                                        

 That is why the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act (MMDR), 
2026 deserves closer attention. 

       Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act (MMDR), 

2026                   द                      
 At the heart of the amendment is Section 9D which restricts State Governments from 

imposing taxes, cesses or other levies on mineral rights or mineral-bearing land except in 
accordance with conditions prescribed by the Central government. 

     श              Section 9D   ,                             र         -           र  र, 

   र           र                           ,                                   श      
            

 The Centre says the measure is intended to create a predictable tax environment, prevent 
excessive levies, and to encourage long-term investment in mining. 

                               द                र      र            ,                   
      औ                                              

 There is an understandable economic argument behind that objective. 

     द                                        
 Mining projects involve enormous investments and operate over decades; investors need to 

know that the financial rules will not change unpredictably from one year to another. 

      र             र                औ     दश                     ;     श               
                                 द                  श              द      

 However, this logic has been contested by the States. 

       ,           र                      
 The real question is not merely whether States will continue receiving the royalty, the auction 

premium and other revenues they receive today. 

                                                          र     ,               और     

र                   
 The Centre claims that 90% of mining sector revenue accrues to the States and that this will 

continue. 

       द                     र        90% र                     औ                        
 The larger concern is about what States may be prevented from earning tomorrow. 

                                        र                   र      र                
 A mineral-rich State possesses a natural economic advantage. 

    -      र                                         
 Ordinarily, one would expect it to have some ability to use that advantage to raise resources 

for its own development. 
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 Section 9D substantially reduces that freedom by making future State levies related to 
minerals dependent upon a framework controlled by the Centre. 

Section 9D                     द              ,                                    र    

      र               र                 र     र           
 This matters enormously for States whose budgets are closely connected with mining. 

                                                                         
 NITI Aayog‘s Fiscal Health Index has highlighted the strong performance of Odisha and 

Chhattisgarh in mobilising revenue and has specifically recognised the role played by mining 
receipts. 

NITI Aayog    Fiscal Health Index                    Odisha और Chhattisgarh          

                          औ                                श                द      
 In Odisha, mining has accounted for a large proportion of the State‘s non-tax revenue. 

Odisha        र         र- र र                                    
 Mineral producing districts often require greater public expenditure because they bear the 

costs of mining. 

                                                             ,                 
           र              

The federal problem 

            

 The constitutional issue is equally significant. 

                                        
 The Constitution gives States the power to tax mineral rights under Entry 50 of the State List, 

although Parliament can impose limitations on that power through laws relating to mineral 
development. 

        State List    Entry 50                           र   र  र               द      , 
         द                                             श                           

 States also possess a separate constitutional power to tax lands and buildings under Entry 49 
of the State List. 

             State List    Entry 49             औ                                         

       
 In 2024, a nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court in Mineral Area Development Authority vs. 

Steel Authority of India held, among other things, that royalty payable on minerals is not a tax. 

2024    Mineral Area Development Authority vs. Steel Authority of India          
Supreme Court      -                                              द               द   

र       र          
 It also recognised the States‘ legislative power to tax mineral rights and held that mineral-

bearing land can fall within the States‘ taxation power over land. 

               र   र  र          र                                 द  औ             -

                                       श                         
 The 2026 Amendment risks rendering the impact of this judgment nugatory. 

2026                                                        द           
 While Entry 50 permits Parliament to place limitations upon State taxation on mineral rights, 

Section 9D of the amending statute goes further by extending its restriction to taxes or levies 
on mineral-bearing lands. 

     Entry 50    द                                                             द      ,      
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  श               Section 9D     -              र        र                    

                                
 That is likely to raise an important debate: how far can a Central law dealing with mineral 

development restrict a State‘s exclusive power to tax land? 

                                       :                         ई                   र  र 

         र                                            र        ? 

 Uniformity may make taxation more predictable, but predictability should not come at the cost 
of narrowing the fiscal choices available to States. 

                                            ,                                               

र                         र                    
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17S9. What lies beyond India‘s E20 push 

  र     E20                      

 A litre of E20 petrol consists of 80% motor gasoline and 20% anhydrous ethanol. 

        E20          80%              औ  20%                       
 According to a press release by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, India first 

introduced it on February 6, 2023, when public sector oil marketing companies (OMCs) began 
selling it at select outlets across the country. 
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Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas                                   ,                  
    6  र र , 2023    श       ,                    oil marketing companies (OMCs)    
द श           द                       श       

E20 promise 

E20         

 The government has made three broad claims in favour of using the E20 blend — savings for 
the consumer, lower carbon emissions, and forex savings. 

         E20                                  द           —                   ,          

      , औ                      
 However, if the E20 blend reduces mileage, these claims may not hold. 

       ,   द E20                    र     ,       द                            
 That the loss in mileage is real was accepted in a written reply to the Lok Sabha by Road 

Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari, who stated that E20 reduces fuel economy by 
―2% to 6% depending on vehicle category and vintage,‖ citing a joint ARAI–SIAM–IOCL study. 

                                                 ,    Road Transport and Highways 

Minister Nitin Gadkari               द                            ARAI–SIAM–IOCL    
                      , E20                 औ        -                   द       ―2%    
6%‖                

 There is also anecdotal evidence from many car users, especially those using cars of vintage 
2022 or earlier, that E20 has brought mileage down, perhaps by far more than 6%, as well as 
caused damage to their engines and oil tanks. 

 ई                ,   श     2022                       र                             

                          E20                        ,        6%                ,          
      औ                                     

Has it saved Indians some cash? 

           र                       ? 

 This, it is claimed, would also help keep inflation in check. 

द                              ई            र           दद         
 But what this claim does not take into account is the loss in mileage (km/litre) that a higher 

ethanol blend leads to. 

         द              (    /   र)                            ,                           
         

 Since ethanol releases less energy per litre burnt than pure gasoline, there is a consequent 
loss of mileage per litre, especially in engines that are not compatible with the E20 blend. 

      श                                           द                          ,                

                    ,   श                    E20                         
 This means shelling out ₹106 instead of ₹100 for the same distance travelled. 

                    द                   ₹100         ₹106      र         
 Aggregate this over many customers and many kilometres, and you get the loss that 

households have to bear. 

                           औ                      ई                                     

                                               
 The greater the loss in mileage, the greater the cost to the household would be. 

                             ,                                          
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 An extensive report prepared by The Reporters Collective and authored by Ayushi Kar shows 
that, instead of savings, the households had to spend extra as a result of this loss in mileage. 

The Reporters Collective             औ  Ayushi Kar                              दश        
                   ,                                                           

 Chart 1 shows that over the last three years, Indian consumers had to shell out an additional 
₹88,234 crore, with the burden rising every year. 

Chart 1 दश                                                        ₹88,234  र               , 
औ                          

 First, a fall in mileage may at least partially cancel out the advantage of the blend as far as 
forex savings are concerned. 

    ,                                       द                                  -  -      श  

                        
 Second, the ethanol required for E20 blending needs diversion of crops and grains in favour 

of ethanol production. 

द    , E20                                    और                           र       
         

 The diversion of food grains for fuel has serious implications for food security.  

                                                                 
 Since E20 blending is here to stay, this is more of a long-term adjustment in the supply of 

such crops and grains. 

      E20           र  र           ,                   औ                           
                             

 A demand-production mismatch for an agricultural commodity will either be met by rising 
prices, cross-border trade management, or both. 

                      -                                        ,     -                   ,    
द                      

 The resulting fall in exports, or increase in imports, or both, represents a loss of foreign 
exchange, undermining the very purpose that initiated the policy shift. 

                             ,                  द                                 ,          

                      द                                     द    श                
 While India has gradually shifted away from sugarcane to maize, both crops have been 

affected by this policy. 

            -                                       ,       द                             ई     
 In the case of sugar, the government had to ban exports in 2023 as well as this year, amid 

rising domestic demand because of ethanol diversion. 

                ,                                                                               
2023    और                   र                   

 This led to a drastic fall in India‘s dollar earnings from sugar exports (Chart 3(b)). 

                               र         र    र     ई (Chart 3(b))  
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17S9. Ahead of festive season, BIS raises 
gold hallmarking fee 

     र              , BIS                      

                 

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has 

revised hallmarking charges for gold and silver articles, 
raising the fee for gold to ₹75 from ₹45, while retaining 
the charge for silver at ₹35, with immediate effect 
ahead of the festive season. 

  र            र  (BIS)         औ     द               
                    श           ,                   
                                   श    ₹45          
₹75     द         ,         द         श    ₹35    
                   

 The increase has been notified through the BIS 
(Hallmarking) Amendment Regulations, 2026. 

            BIS (Hallmarking) Amendment 

Regulations, 2026                                   
 Jewellers are required to pay a hallmarking fee 

of ₹75 per article, subject to a minimum charge of ₹200 
per consignment. 

               (Jewellers)             ₹75                   द        ,                   

₹200                       
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17S9. Why private banks stand to gain from the MDR charge 

MDR                                                 

 This will mean that only about 2.5% of UPI transactions by volume will face the charge. 

                                         2.5% UPI    -          श           
 All Person-to-Person (P2P) transactions will remain free of charge, regardless of the 

amount being transferred. 
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         -  -      (P2P)    -                              श                   श   -     

       
 Further, payments to merchants up to ₹2,000 will remain free of MDR. 

          , ₹2,000                                         MDR                
 In addition, the NPCI has mandated that small merchants including street vendors receiving 

up to ₹1 lakh per month through UPI QR codes under the Person-to-Person-Merchant 
(P2PM) category will also be exempt from MDR. 

            , NPCI                                 र ,            -  -     र  (P2PM)         
       UPI QR                         ₹1                            -               श     

  , MDR                
 Transactions of ₹2,000 or more in essential and thin-margin sectors, such as railways, 

telecommunications, insurance, fuel, and agricultural inputs, will attract a flat MDR of ₹5 per 
transaction. 

     , द       ,     ,     औ        द               औ    -                    ₹2,000         
           -द             -    ₹5           MDR        

 Further, capital market transactions such as payments to mutual funds, stockbrokers, 
dealers, and for equities will attract an MDR of 0.02%, capped at ₹300 per transaction. 

          ,           र       -   ,                 ,           ,       औ                    

                    0.02%    MDR,        ₹300        -द                 ,        
 The transactions that will face MDR account for only about 20% of the value of all UPI 

transactions done. 

       -द      MDR      ,                       UPI    -द                            

20%     
 So, at the maximum, this will result in about ₹2,400 crore of revenue generated per month. 

     ,                                   ₹2,400  र      र                 
 Of the MDR that is collected, the biggest share goes to the customer‘s or payer‘s bank. 

           MDR                                                         
 The second highest share goes to the merchant‘s bank, followed by the UPI apps, and other 

payment processors. 

द                         र                   ,        द UPI     औ                            
 Among the banks that customers seem to use for UPI payments, Yes Bank emerges as the 

leader by a huge margin, followed by ICICI Bank. 

UPI                                                       Yes Bank                           
  ,         द ICICI Bank             

 Even among the banks used by merchants to receive UPI payments, Yes Bank is far and 

away the favourite followed by Axis Bank, ICICI Bank, and HDFC Bank. 

UPI                                                                        Yes Bank      
   द द        ,         द Axis Bank, ICICI Bank औ  HDFC Bank             

 Of the UPI apps that people use, PhonePe and Google Pay together account for nearly 80% 
of the volume of transactions, which means they will receive the largest chunk of MDR 

collected. 

                               UPI        PhonePe और Google Pay          -द           
        80%              ,                            MDR                             
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17S9. FCNR(B) deposits saved India from a 
BoP deficit in July 

FCNR(B)            ई      र     BoP         
      

 India‘s balance of payments (BoP) received a 
significant boost in July 2026 as non-resident Indian 
(NRI) deposits under the FCNR(B) scheme surged to 

$33.5 billion, accounting for a substantial share of the 
country‘s capital account surplus during the month. 

                      (BoP)        ई 2026             
          ,       FCNR(B)                      
  र    (NRI)          $33.5              ,          

      द श                                        द   

 द    
 The capital account surplus widened to $27.7 

billion in July 2026, nearly eight times the $3.5 billion 
recorded in July 2025. 

    ई 2026                           $27.7           
   ,        ई 2025    द   $3.5                        
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17S9. Govt. lifts registration rule for small exporters in a bid to ease 
compliance burden 

                   र               र  र                              र       

      

 The Government has exempted small exporters from having to officially register, in a bid to 
reduce compliance burden and facilitate exports via post, courier and other emerging 

channels, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry announced on Wednesday. 

                                                                           द    ,       
  द                              औ     ,                                               

        ,                                                     
 ―The Government has introduced a de minimis exemption from the requirement of 

Registration cum-Membership Certificate (RCMC) or Certificate of Registration for small 

value export consignments up to ₹3 lakh,‖ the Ministry said in a release. 

                          , ―         ₹3                                                र -
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  -              (RCMC)         र                                            (de 

minimis exemption) श         ‖ 
  ―Consignments up to $3,000, for instance, account for 43% of shipping bills but only 0.86% 

of India‘s total merchandise export value,‖ the Centre said. 

          , ― द           , $3,000                                    43%   ,         र     
                             0.86%    ‖ 

 Prior to this change, exporters had to obtain an RCMC or Certificate of Registration from 

the relevant export promotion council or the commodity board. 

    द           ,                                     र                   RCMC         र  

                          

 

17S9. RBI absorbs ₹2.9 lakh cr. to suck excess liquidity 

    र    र                र          RBI    ₹2.9      र        

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) absorbed almost ₹2.9 lakh crore from 
the banking system through overnight Variable Rate Reverse Repo (VRRR) 
auctions on September 16, as part of its efforts to suck excess liquidity. 

                 (RBI)                       श                               

16                                          (VRRR)                           

              ₹2.9            श          
 The RBI conducted the liquidity-absorption operation in two tranches. 

The first auction, targeting ₹2,50,025 crore, received bids worth ₹3,17,088 
crore. 

RBI            श                द                                     
₹2,50,025                       ,           ₹3,17,088                      

     
 The central bank accepted ₹2.5 lakh crore at a cut-off rate of 5.4%, 

which was also the weighted average rate. 

             5.4%      -ऑ  द     ₹2.5                    ,          औ   

द         
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17S9. Too much, too soon: reforms can come at a cost 

         ,         :     र                            

 A fundamental thrust of Washington Consensus‘ economics was the privatisation of the 
economy, including public services. 

                                                                                
     र         

 U.S. President Ronald Reagan, who was greatly influenced by Nobel laureate economist 
Milton Friedman (who said that ‗the business of business must be only business‘), had 
declared that ―government is not the solution: it is the problem‖. 

                           ,                            श                                    
(                  ‗                                    ‘),                   ―      
              :             ‖ 
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 In 2013, a popular writer on the Indian economy advocated faster privatisation of India‘s 
education and health systems. 

2013   ,                                                    र          और        

                    र               
 He said India works at night when the government is asleep. 

                                     ,                          
 China had become the factory of the world by 2009, and Indian manufacturers were 

importing their components and machinery from China, enabled by the ease of imports that 
liberal import policies had encouraged from 1991, along with the dismantling of India‘s 
industrial policies. 

2009                                   औ                               -     औ   श     
              ,      1991     द                                  ई                      

   औ                                         

Privatisation of services 

               र  

 They were manuals of SOPs on how to implement PPPs (public-private partnerships) in 

various sectors: road and transport infrastructure; power generation and distribution; urban 
water and electricity services; education and health, etc. 

                  PPPs (        -           र )                                  SOPs    
             :     औ                 ;            द  औ       ; श       औ               ; 
 श   औ           द  

Gujarat model 

   र        

 A ‗Gujarat model‘ of development for India was advocated by economists Jagdish Bhagwati 

and Arvind Panagariya. 

   श         द श       औ       द                        ‗   र                ‘    
          

 Panagariya was appointed the first vice-chairman of the NITI Aayog, with which Mr. Modi 

replaced the Planning Commission. 

           NITI Aayog                               ,                     द           
                   

 They publicly derided Amartya Sen and Jean Drèze for suggesting that human development 
should precede economic growth, as in China. 

                 औ                       द                                                   

                                              
 That was ‗socialism‘, which had become a bad word from 1991, wherever mainly U.S.-led 

ideas of free markets and ‗minimum government‘ economics had spread. 

   ‗      द‘   ,    1991            श द          ,                                           
           औ  ‗            ‘                                            

 Human development indicators (HDI), which reflect the foundations of an economy, have 

remained very low in India, well behind China‘s. 

                  (HDI),                            द    दश       ,                           

   औ                       
 Even much poorer Bangladesh has caught up with India in global HDI rankings, after India‘s 

economic policies veered away from ‗socialism‘ in 1991. 
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                        1991    ‗      द‘    द             द,                      द श    
       HDI                                   

 The economy‘s demographic dividend is slipping away. 

                                                         
 India‘s economic policies need some fundamental reforms. 

                                      र                 
 Here are nine recommendations. 

              श      
 1. Strengthen public sector in education and healthcare; reverse their excessive 

privatisation 

1.      और                                       र ;                  र          
 2. Put more equity into public welfare schemes instead of improving only their 

efficiency 

2.                                              र                                 र  
 3. Raise humanisation of the economy rather than its financialisation 

3.                    र                      र              
 4. Rather than more centralisation and digitisation, put more human agency on the 

ground and more substance into public services 

4.           र  और         र                  र  र                    और          

                                 र  
 5. Devolve power to local rural and urban communities for improving their local 

systems instead of the State delivering benefits directly to individual beneficiaries 

5. र       र                                                                       र        

             और   र                  र        र   र  
 6. Increase the ‗communitisation‘, rather than ‗corporatisation‘ of social enterprises 

6.                  ‗      र ‘              ‗           र ‘          
 7. Put the voices and needs, of common citizens at the centre of public-private 

partnerships between governments and private sector companies. Change the formats 
of PPPs, i.e. public (government) and private partnerships, into ‗PPPPs‘—people, 
public (government) and private partnerships 

7.  र  र  और                                    -           र            र           और 

  र             र    PPPs                ( र  र ) और            र             ‗PPPPs‘—

    ,          ( र  र ) और            र —        
 8. Measure the performance of public sector enterprises by the welfare they create for 

citizens, especially the neediest rather than financial returns they produce for 
investors. By this measure, the State Bank of India and the Life Insurance Corporation 
will beat even the best private sector banks who are measured only by the financial 
returns they provide in stock markets 

8.                                                                                   

    र  ,                    र                                          र  र          

             र  र,   र             और   र                                                  
           ,               र     र             र                                       र  र 

             
 9. Promote more technological depth in Indian owned enterprises 

9.   र                                        र ई             
 Shakespeare said, ―A rose by any other name will smell as sweet‖. 

श                 , ―                                   ,                              ‖ 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
2 

 If this is socialism, so be it. 

  द          द   ,                
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17S9. India has a research blindspot: its own science system 

  र           -           :                       
 First, it says the U.S. should invest more in individual researchers with bold, high-risk ideas 

rather than routing funds primarily through what it calls ―legacy institutions‖. 

    ,                                                        ―legacy institutions‖    
                                    औ     -               र               श            
         श             
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 Second, it calls into question the prevailing one-size-fits-all model of research funding, instead 
advocating for experimenting with alternative funding mechanisms. 

द    ,          one-size-fits-all                                  औ                    

                                                
 It also calls for funding agencies to evaluate whether their own mechanisms can be made 

more effective. 

                                                                                         

                        
 The institutions that fund science should be accountable for the evidence that what they fund 

and why are actually working — and not just in the U.S. 

                   र                                             द                        
          र      और      र     ,                     —औ                                      
      

 Across Europe, the U.K., China, and Japan, governments and funders are investing seriously 
in metascience that is able to address this concern. 

       र  , U.K.,     और                 औ                                                   

                  श            
 Governments and the people need concrete answers to how their research systems actually 

function: specifically, how it sets funding priorities, how funding mechanisms perform, how 
peer-review behaves, how it assesses researchers, how its incentives affect the way 
scientists collaborate, and so on. 

       औ                                                                          र     : 
  श        ,                                     र   र     ,                         र     , 
            (peer review)            र     ,                                        ,     
                           र       र                    र     ,   द  

Building a memory 

                

 In India, this conversation has barely begun. 

              श                श           
 The country‘s science system has historically been shaped by the experience, judgment, and 

leadership of eminent scientists. 

द श                                                        ,       और                     
        

 Quantum mechanics emerged in the early 20th century to answer fundamental questions 
about the nature of matter. 

               (Quantum mechanics)     द  20     द                                           

            द                
 It later became the foundation of semiconductors, lasers, and modern computing. 

  द               ,    र और                              ई  
 Decades of curiosity-driven research in molecular biology, with no application in sight, 

eventually made CRISPR gene-editing and mRNA vaccines possible. 

                  दश                   -   र          ,                ई      

         द  ई      द      ,          CRISPR    -       औ  mRNA                     
 The mathematics underlying today‘s artificial intelligence — including neural networks and 

transformer architectures — emerged from exploratory research in statistical mechanics. 

                     (Artificial Intelligence)                द     —         र         
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और         र         र श       —                          (statistical mechanics)        

                               
 The economist Mariana Mazzucato has documented this pattern in her work on what she 

calls ―the entrepreneurial state‖. 

   श     Mariana Mazzucato            ―        र    (entrepreneurial state)‖        , 
                               द                    

 She has shown that many of the technologies in a single iPhone, including the internet, GPS, 
touchscreen, and the voice-recognition algorithms behind Siri, have their roots in blue-sky 
research funded by U.S. federal agencies such as DARPA and the National Institutes of 
Health. 

        द              iPhone                          ,          र   , GPS,        और 

Siri              र            - र            र   श       ,        DARPA और National 

Institutes of Health                                              -   ई          (blue-sky 

research)        
 In her account, the state was a bold and patient investor that was absorbing risks no private 

venture would touch. 

                    ,               और                  ,                                
        ई                                      

 The Apollo programme forced rapid advances in aerospace engineering, materials science, 
and computing that spread far beyond the space race. 

Apollo programme                        ,             और                                  

    ,                   द                        
 The Human Genome Project turned biology into a coordinated, global, infrastructure-scale 

enterprise. 

Human Genome Project                         ,        औ      र   -  र           
 द   द    

 India itself had the Green Revolution, where crop-breeding research backed by state 
investment and clear food-security goals transformed the country‘s relationship with hunger 
within a single generation. 

               र        (Green Revolution)   ई,                   श औ           -  र   
                     -                                    द श        र                  
 द   द    

 It means documenting what has worked and what has not, instead of forgetting it with every 
change in leadership, and building institutions strong enough to imagine an ambitious future 
for Indian science. 

                                                                   ,         र      और     
         र     ,      द                    औ                                      र    
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17S9. Cities on the moon may run 
dry far faster than space barons 

think 

       र   र     र               
                                       

           

 The scientists arrived at this 
estimate based on calculations of how 
much water the moon may really hold, how 
much electricity people and industrial 
activities consume, how much water a 
human settlement might need, and how 
efficiently that water can be reused. 

                                          

       र                                 
  ,     और औ                        
              र     ,                    
                        , और          
                                          

 Right now, the exact quantity of 
water on the moon is a major source of 
uncertainty, and which scientists are 
studying using robotic missions like India‘s 
Chandrayaan and China‘s Chang‘e 
programmes. 

      ,        र                        
                    ,                    

   Chandrayaan औ         Chang‘e 

                                         
                 

 

17S9. What Voyager‘s journey tells us about the purpose of exploration 

     र                                   र                  

 Come November, Voyager 1 will be around one light-day away from the earth. 

         -   ,        1                      -       द             
 That means light will take one day to travel from our home planet to the spacecraft. 

                                                श                   द         
 The Voyager missions are two identical spacecraft NASA launched in 1977 to explore the 

outer planets. 
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     र      द                                ,       NASA    1977       र                     
                       

 Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 made historic flybys of Jupiter and Saturn; Voyager 2 also visited 

Uranus and Neptune. 

       1 औ         2            औ  श                  ई  ई    ;        2           औ  
              द          

 Both spacecraft later became humankind‘s most distant operating probes. 

  द    द                                र               र                       
 Today, Voyager 1 is at the outer limits of the solar system, and has been for a few years. 

          1   र           र               औ                            
 The spacecraft had to travel at 17 km/s on average for roughly 17,900 days just to get to the 

picket fence at the end of its little neighbourhood — a day‘s journey for light. 

                                                                         17     /         
औ               17,900                       —         श               द              

 On the other hand, our telescopes have captured breathtaking visuals of distant celestial 
wonders, from the Pillars of Creation to the Orion Nebula, from the Sombrero Galaxy to 
Hoag‘s Object, thousands to millions of lightyears away. 

द       ,       द                                 -    द                       र         
             द       ,             ऑ     श                          औ                  
              ऑ         श         

 It is entirely possible humans may never see them up close firsthand, but who knows what the 
future will bring? 

                                                           द       ,                       

                    ? 

 

17S9. ‗Trump govt.‘s vaccine policy led to deaths from measles‘ 

‗     र  र                     र    र             ‘ 

MEASLES 

 Measles, also called rubeola, is a highly contagious viral disease that mainly affects the respiratory 

system before spreading throughout the body. 

 It is caused by the measles virus, an enveloped RNA virus belonging to the genus Morbillivirus. 

Humans are its natural host.  

 Measles should not be confused with rubella (German measles). They are caused by different viruses, 

although both can produce a skin rash. 

 Measles is vaccine-preventable, but it can cause serious complications and death, particularly among 

young, unvaccinated or undernourished children.  

How Does Measles Spread? 

 Measles is an airborne infection. An infected person releases virus-containing particles when 

breathing, coughing or sneezing. 

 The virus initially infects the respiratory tract and subsequently spreads to other parts of the body. 

 It is exceptionally contagious. About 90% of susceptible people in close contact with an infected 
person may become infected.  

 The virus can remain infectious in contaminated air or on surfaces for up to about two hours.  

Symptoms of Measles 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
8 

• Symptoms generally begin about 10–14 days after exposure. 

• The early symptoms commonly include high fever, cough, runny nose and red, watery 

eyes. 

• Koplik spots, which are tiny white spots inside the mouth, may appear before the skin rash. 

• A characteristic red, blotchy rash usually begins on the face and upper neck and then 

spreads downward over the trunk and limbs.  

Complications 

• Measles is not merely a harmless childhood rash. 

• Complications can include severe diarrhoea and dehydration, ear infection, pneumonia, 

blindness and encephalitis, which is inflammation of the brain. 

• Severe disease is more likely among children below five years, poorly nourished children, 

especially those with vitamin A deficiency, and people with weakened immunity.  

• Measles can also temporarily weaken the immune system, increasing vulnerability to other 

infections after the illness.  

Prevention and Vaccination 

• Vaccination is the most effective method of preventing measles. 

• WHO recommends that children receive two doses of a measles-containing vaccine, 

because some children do not develop sufficient immunity after a single dose.  

• In India, the Measles-Rubella (MR) vaccine is provided under the Universal 

Immunisation Programme (UIP). 

• Under India's routine schedule, MR vaccine is administered at 9–12 months and again at 

16–24 months.  

• MR protects against both measles and rubella. 
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17S9.  Hog in the limelight 

                     

 The decline of the pygmy hog — the sole surviving species of 
the genus Porcula and the world‘s smallest wild suid — is a narrative 
about the decline of India‘s alluvial floodplains. 

          — Porcula                          और                
              र (wild suid) —                               (alluvial 

floodplains)                     
 The pygmy hog depends significantly on dense grasslands to 

feed, conceal itself, and reproduce, so distress among these animals 
is an indicator of the floodplain suffering degradation. 

                   ,                औ                              
                द                 ,                                     
    र                   

 Protecting the pygmy hog can also extend protections to 
threatened species such as the Bengal florican, hispid hare, hog deer, 
and greater one-horned rhinoceros. 

               र   Bengal florican, hispid hare, hog deer और 

greater one-horned rhinoceros                                  

 द               
 The Assam government was recently right to laud the efforts 

of a captive breeding programme that increased the pygmy hog 
population in the State 32-fold in the last three decades. 

                                                                , 
                दश                              द     32               
    

 Breeding from a small founder stock while preventing 
diseases — suids are highly susceptible to swine diseases — and 
inbreeding requires conservationists to track pedigree, follow biosafety 
protocols, and condition individuals before release. 

                     (founder stock)                        — 

suids       र                                    — औ              
                     द                  र     र   ,    -  र           

         र   और                                      र         

         
 The pygmy hog was believed to be extinct by the mid-20th 

century as floodplains were converted for farms, tea plantations, and flood control 
infrastructure and were degraded by invasive plants and altered flood cycles, with the 
unscientific burning of grasslands further fragmenting habitats. 

20     द                                            ,            द           ,            औ  
               र                        द                         और   र                 
                    ,               द                                     औ             

       
 A few individuals were rediscovered in 1971, prompting one conservation effort. 

1971                               ,         द   र              श        
 The current efforts are due to the Pygmy Hog Conservation Programme from 1995. 

            1995           Pygmy Hog Conservation Programme                      
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 Even now, the difficulty of spotting and counting these animals means that it is hard to say 
how many exist in the wild; per the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, there were some 250 
individuals in early 2025, with the last surviving natural population in the Panbari grasslands 
area of the Manas National Park. 

                   द     औ                                                         

                           ; Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust          , 2025    श     

        250             ,                              द  Manas National Park    
Panbari grasslands            

 

17S9. Quiz 
1. Scientists Who Reported the 
Antarctic Ozone Hole 

 British Antarctic Survey scientists 
Joe Farman, Brian Gardiner and Jon 
Shanklin analysed long-term ozone 

measurements collected at Halley Bay, 
Antarctica. 

 Their paper, titled Large Losses of 
Total Ozone in Antarctica Reveal Seasonal 
ClOx/NOx Interaction, was published in the 
journal Nature on 16 May 1985. 

 They reported a dramatic springtime 
decline in stratospheric ozone over 
Antarctica, popularly called the ―ozone 
hole.‖ 

 Their findings connected the decline 
with chlorine-based chemical reactions and 
provided compelling evidence that 
chlorofluorocarbons required international 

control. 

2. Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer 

 The Convention was adopted and opened for signature at Vienna on 22 March 1985. 

 On the adoption day, it was signed by 20 States and the European Economic Community; 

the total number of signatories subsequently reached 28. 

 It entered into force on 22 September 1988. 

 The Convention created a framework for international cooperation, scientific research, 
monitoring and information exchange concerning ozone depletion. 

 It did not itself prescribe binding reduction targets for ozone-depleting substances. Specific 
control measures were subsequently established through the Montreal Protocol of 1987. UN 

Treaty Collection 

3. Entry into Force of the Montreal Protocol 

 The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was adopted at 
Montreal, Canada, on 16 September 1987. 

 It entered into force on 1 January 1989, after its prescribed ratification requirements had 

been fulfilled. 

 The Protocol introduced binding controls on the production and consumption of ozone-
depleting substances, including chlorofluorocarbons and halons. 

4. ―Father of the Montreal Protocol‖ 
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 Egyptian scientist Mostafa Kamal Tolba served as Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme from 1975 to 1992. 

 He is widely called the ―father of the Montreal Protocol‖ because of his central diplomatic 

role in negotiating agreements among countries, scientists and chemical industries. 

5. Kigali Amendment 

 The Kigali Amendment was adopted at Kigali, Rwanda, on 15 October 2016 and entered 
into force on 1 January 2019. 

 It added a phased reduction of hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, to the Montreal Protocol. 

 HFCs generally do not destroy stratospheric ozone, but many are powerful greenhouse gases 
with high global-warming potential. 

 The Amendment therefore connects ozone governance with climate-change mitigation. 

 Parties follow differentiated phase-down schedules according to their development 
categories. 

 India approved ratification in August 2021 and deposited its instrument of ratification on 27 

September 2021. 
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17S9.  Pak. corvette collides with Indian warship after ‗unsafe approach‘ 

‗   र     र              ‘                          र                 र    
 PNS Hunain (F-273) approached the Indian vessel while attempting to intercept or follow it. 

PNS Hunain (F-273)                                                                    
   शश     

  ―While the incident, which took place in international waters, did not cause any major 
damage, the conduct of the Pakistani naval ship was in direct contravention of Article 10 of 
the Agreement between India and Pakistan on Advance Notice on Military Exercises, 
Manoeuvres and Troops Movements of April 1991,‖ it said. 

        , ―         रर                 ई              ई                ई,                 
                         1991    Agreement between India and Pakistan on Advance 

Notice on Military Exercises, Manoeuvres and Troops Movements    Article 10         

          ‖ 
 PNS Hunain is a Yarmook-class offshore patrol vessel built by Damen Shipyards in Romania 

and commissioned into the Pakistan Navy in July 2024. 

PNS Hunain    Yarmook-class offshore patrol vessel   ,                  Damen 

Shipyards             औ      ई 2024                           श                  
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17S9 Dadasaheb Phalke honour for Kannada film artist Anant Nag 

               र                                   

17S9 Hague court convicts Kosovo‘s ex-President Thaci of war crimes 

                               र                      र                  र    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

17S9.  Dadasaheb Phalke honour for Kannada film artist Anant Nag 

               र                                   

 In a big honour for Kannada cinema, veteran actor Anant Nag became the second artist from 
the State to win the Dadasaheb Phalke Award on Wednesday. 

                                        ,  द                                               
  र   र                        द                   

 The recognition comes a year after the actor was given the Padma Bhushan. 

                              द                   द          
 After Dr. Rajkumar received the honour in 1995, no Kannada actor had bagged the country‘s 

highest award in the field of cinema. 
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1995      .                                 द                                          द श    
                            

 Mr. Nag, who debuted with the 1973 Kannada film Sankalpa, has acted in more than 300 
movies for over five decades in both mainstream and parallel cinema, with more than 250 of 

his performances being in Kannada. 

      ,         1973              Sankalpa                        श       ,         

दश                           औ                  द       300                             
  ,            250                           

 The actor, born Anant Nagarkatte in 1948 in Uttara Kannada district, began his acting stint 
with Kannada, Marathi, Hindi and Konkani plays. 

1948                                                                ,      ,    द  औ        
                       श         

 He has a rich background in theatre shaped largely in Mumbai. 

    ई                           र                             
 Mr. Nag is the recipient of five Karnataka State Awards, including the Lifetime Achievement 

honour. 

                                                                                
 He will receive the Phalke award at the 72nd National Film Awards Ceremony on 

September 22 in Kevadia, Gujarat. 

                          22                  72   र             र   र    र            
         द               

 ‗Illustrious journey‘ 

‗  र          ‘ 

 A statement from the Press Information Bureau read, ―On the recommendation of the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award Selection Committee, the Government of India is pleased to 

announce that the actor will be conferred the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2024 for 
his contribution to Indian cinema and an illustrious cinematic journey that has inspired 
generations.‖ 

             र                       , ―द द                                        श   ,      

                                               

                                    द   औ      
    श          ई                     द द       

              2024                      ,       
                        ‖ 

 Though cinematographer V.K. Murthy 
from Karnataka received the award in 2008, it was 
for his work in Hindi cinema. 

                            .  .          2008       

               ,                                    
             द                

 Mr. Nag‘s win marks the second time 
Kannada cinema has been honoured. 

                                              
      र     र     
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17S9. Hague court convicts Kosovo‘s ex-President Thaci of war crimes 

                               र                      र                  र    

 A European Union-backed court on Wednesday convicted former Kosovo President Hashim 
Thaci of four counts of war crimes committed during his country‘s war for independence from 
Serbia and sentenced him to 25 years in prison. 

                       द                                           श                            
            द श            द                                        द           औ       25     
                  ई  

 Thaci, who is 58, resigned from office nearly six years ago to face the charges. He was 
convicted by a panel of judges at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers of murder, torture, cruel 
treatment and arbitrary detention. 

58                                                                द           द   द       
          श                     श                         ,      ,            औ                
                            द            

 Both he and the prosecutors, who had asked for a stricter sentence, can appeal. 

     औ            ,                                  , द                              
         

 Thaci ―showed a ruthless ability to remove and eliminate political impediments‖ to his and 
other commanders‘ leadership, Presiding Judge Charles Smith said. 

               श                                                                        द 

                   ―      औ                          ‖  द  ई  
 Kosovo Foreign Minister Glauk Konjufca condemned the verdicts. 

            द श                                       द      

 
 


